[Total parenteral nutrition: a study of the microbial contamination of the bags and the infusion lines].
The authors have examined during 60 groups of patients submitted to TPN each for a period of 10-15 days. In the first group the whole infusional set became replaced after 24 h., in the second and in the third group such replacement was done, respectively, after 48 and 72 h. The bacteriological examination of the fluid in the was always sterile 6 h. after preparation except in one case of the third group. The bacteriological examination of the terminal part of the infusional set was always negative in the first group, it was positive in the 3.33% of the cases, in the second group and in the 6.66% of the cases in the third group. The authors, consequently, believe that the infusional set has to be replaced after a period no longer than 24 h. Total parenteral nutrition: study on microbial contamination of bags and infusion lines.